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As the summer approaches, EUROPACH
team members would like to provide you with
an update about how the project is developing
and tell you a little bit about the progress of
each sub-project. In this second newsletter,
you’ll find an overview of our first set of
working papers on the topic of ‘Terms, Labels
& Milestones’ and an introduction to the policy
archive of European HIV/AIDS policies. We
also provide you with a few updates on
conferences in which we have taken part, and
events that have been co-hosted by us – such
as the Berlin premier of the remarkable film on
ACT UP Paris, 120 BPM, which was
organised together with Edition Salzgeber,
and the accompanying public discussion with
the film’s director, Robert Campillo, and a
range of scholars and activists on topics that
included activism, memory and gender.
Other exciting updates include the witness
seminars that have been organised by our UK
team, and a book on oral history interviews
based on our research in Turkey. As narrated
by activists from the field, this book, the first of
its kind, presents entanglements of HIV
policies in Turkey with other policies and
related forms of activism. The book will be
published later this year in Turkish, German
and English.

We hope that this
newsletter
provokes
inspiring
thoughts
among its readers.
Once again, for more
information on our
project, please just
send us a message or
visit our website at:
europach.eu.
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Photo from a team meeting in Warsaw, where
we discussed mapping strategies

Working Papers on Terms, Labels & Milestones
We are very happy to share that a first set of working papers was made available this past
autumn on our website, europach.eu. The general focus of the papers was on narrations and
milestones of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in Europe, and on the entanglements and developments of
related terms and labels from the early 1980s onwards. Each of the five sub-groups of the
EUROPACH research team has written a paper about their regional focus. Here are short
summaries of each paper that we hope will provoke interest to read the full documents online on
our website:
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“Mapping HIV-Related Figures of Risk in Europe’s Blood Donation Regime”
by Agata Dziuban & Todd Sekuler
European level researchers focused on the terms and labels in use
in Council of Europe guidelines concerning deferral criteria for
possible blood donors. Labelled “The Guide to the preparation, use
and quality assurance of blood components,” these guidelines have
been revised and published on an almost annual basis since 1992.
Since then, they have played a key role in determining the shape
and direction of both national and European Union’s blood donation
policies. After working to unpack the symbolic meaning of blood and
blood donation in Europe, this paper explores the shifts in
European-level deferral policies and in the terms used to describe
the various groups of persons who are expected to defer. It looks
into the construction of risk behaviours and “risk populations” –
captured here in the notion of ‘figures of risk’ – underlying the logics
of blood donation restriction policies in Europe. The analysis
proposed in this working paper demonstrates how perceptions of
past risk continue to shape contemporary donation deferral policies
despite certain developments in epidemiological research and
testing technologies.

The 2015 Council of
Europe “Guide to the
preparation, use and
quality assurance of
blood components”

“Intertwined Movements, Interwoven Histories: HIV & AIDS in Turkey”
by Zülfukar Çetin
This working paper focuses on the different
phases of HIV and AIDS history in Turkey and
shows the interwovenness of various social
movements, which could be described as
“resistant” and “emancipatory” responses to the
continuity of a generally repressive policy after
the military coup of September 12, 1980. For
instance, trans people defended themselves
collectively against police action, which directly
threatened their livelihoods and put them at risk
of losing their jobs and homes. Protests that
emerged in response to this situation led to the
organization of trans, lesbian and gay
communities that sought out support from
feminist and left-wing groups as well as from
human rights organisations.

As a reminder or for those of you reading
about EUROPACH for the first time – our
research focuses on four country specific
settings: Germany, Poland, Turkey and the UK.
Our fifth research team focuses broadly on
“Europe”.

resistant and emancipatory
responses to repressive policies
in Turkey after the military coup
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“The Development of AIDS Polices in Germany (without the GDR):
1981-1996” by Ulrike Klöppel
This working paper, which consists of an illustrative table, maps the
emerging AIDS policies and politics from the beginning of the
epidemic in the 1980s until 1996 when triple combination therapy
“HAART”, Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy, was made available
in Germany. It puts focus on aspects such as biology, medicine,
federal and regional politics, and NGO and activist work. Issues
including drug use, sex work, women, migration and hospices are
also accounted for in documenting the progression of the epidemic
and engagements with it.

Biology, medicine,
federal and regional
politics, NGO and
activist work in
Germany

“Terms, Labels & Narratives in and of the UK HIV/AIDS Epidemic”
by Emily Nicholls
This working paper discusses issues regarding the so-called “de-gaying” of HIV/AIDS in the UK
and its framing as an “equal opportunities virus”; the relationship between civil society and
government; and different framings and forms of expertise. The intention of the paper is to outline
a series of issues and tensions in the history of the epidemic in terms of the various terms, labels
and narratives that are available. Particular attention is put on narratives regarding the “de-gaying”
of HIV, and its inclusion under the heading ‘Terms, Labels & Milestones’ is in the interests of
reflecting also on existing accounts and critiques of the response to the epidemic from within the
field in the context of the UK.

“Disentangling the 1980s and 1990s in Poland. Milestones and frameworks
of HIV/AIDS policies” by Justyna Struzik
It might be said that, from an epidemiological perspective,
Poland, as a low prevalence country, has never experienced
an HIV/AIDS epidemic. The first diagnoses and attempts at
shaping policy took place in the mid- and late 1980s. The
history of creating HIV/AIDS policies in Poland (as throughout
Central and Eastern Europe) is intertwined with the political,
economic and cultural transformations from socialism to
capitalism, which have been further addressed in this working
paper. The main argument is centered on the following
questions: What are the key processes of HIV/AIDS policy
development through the 1980s and 1990s in Poland, and
how are these understood by various social actors? What
have been the central ways of framing HIV/AIDS by emerging
civil society organizations, in public policies and as part of
initiatives by the Catholic Church? What language was (and
specifically which terms and labels were) applied to build
these frames at that time? As there is relatively little social
science and humanities research on the Polish HIV/AIDS
context, this paper aims to contribute to filling this gap.
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Working paper from the Polish
context by Justyna Struzik

Introduction to the European HIV/AIDS Policy Archive
With the strong focus on policy in the EUROPACH research project, researchers have been gathering
policy documents in their respective fields of research. Within the context of the project, a policy
document refers to any type of normative instrument such as recommendations, conventions or formal
policy statements, and can be from governmental health governing bodies or from civil society or selfhelp groups that organise, advocate or position themselves in relation to any political issue that is
interconnected with HIV/AIDS. A first collection of policy documents has already been entered into the
archive. You can find the policy instruments that informed our first working papers on the topic “Terms,
Labels & Milestones” by following the link: http://europach.phils.uj.edu.pl/project-outcomes/europeanhivaids-archive/policy-instruments-2/.
Make sure to stay tuned as we continue to add documents to the online archive as our research
proceeds. If you have relevant documents that you would like to share with us, we invite you to please
contact us through the contact function of our website.

Upcoming Events & Collaborations
EUROPACH Collaborations with
MuCEM
The Museum of European and Mediterranean
Civilization – aka MuCEM, which is based in
Marseille, France - includes an archive with a
collection of objects and documents relating to
HIV from throughout Europe. Representatives
from the EUROPACH team presented our project
and the European HIV/AIDS Archive at a
conference
that
was
organised
by
representatives of MuCEM, which took place in
May of 2018 and was titled Traces et mises en
récit de l'épidémie du VIH-sida (“Traces and
creating narratives about the HIV/AIDS
epidemic”). We are very thrilled about this
collaboration; apart from taking part in the
conference, we also plan to visit MuCEM’s
archive and look forward to other possible forms
of collaboration.

At MuCEM conference, EUROPACH
researchers present an oral history
interview with Wojciech Tomczyński, who is
from the organisation Sieć Plus (in English:
Net Plus). Photo by Renaud Chantraine,
MuCEM

17th Biennial Conference of the European Society for Health
and Medical Sociology (ESHMS)
We are happy to announce that the EUROPACH research team is hosting the session 'HIV/AIDS policy
worlds in Europe: transdisciplinary perspectives on activism, citizenship and health' as part of the
European Society for Health and Medical Sociology, which is to be held in Lisbon from June 6-8. The
overall theme of the conference is 'Old Tensions, Emerging Paradoxes in Health: Rights, Knowledge
and Trust’. EUROPACH researchers presenting in the session include Friederike Faust and Lina
Bonde, who will each present material from their fieldwork in Germany, and Justyna Struzik, who will
present her ongoing work on HIV policies in Poland. You can find more information on the conference
and panel through the official website of the conference: https://eshms2018.wixsite.com/
eshms2018lisbon
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AIDS Cultures Festival in London
As part of the month-long AIDS Histories & Cultures Festival, a oneday symposium entitled ‘Comparative histories of AIDS in Europe’ will
take place in London this coming July. The event brings together
researchers working on HIV/AIDS in Europe from cultural and
historical perspectives. The EUROPACH research team will present
our ongoing reflections about our planned HIV/AIDS interactive policy
map, in which we will explore the production, naturalisation and
transfer of policy logics in European HIV/AIDS policy instruments by
focusing on various dimensions of the legal environments within which
HIV and AIDS take on meaning. This will include but extend beyond
the notions of criminalisation and decriminalisation as they relate to
HIV and interrelated practices, identities and life conditions. For more
information on this exciting festival, see their website: https://
aidsfestival2018.wordpress.com/

Notions of
criminalisation
and
decriminalisation
related to HIV

Community Engagements
We are thankful for the enormous support and input that we benefit from as a part of our research, and
so we are working to give back as much as possible to you, the publics for whom we hope that our
efforts are of use. To this end, we have taken up several community engagement strategies that focus
on HIV, the academic environment and the broader communities of our research project.

HIV – Exemplified in the Witness Seminar
Our planned meetings with community and
activist groups in the UK have turned into
witness seminars - a creative and productive
form of dialogue and research that builds on
the uniquely vast existing literature on HIV in
the country. The witness seminar is a research
method originally developed by the Institute of

relationships to the present will be published
in the archive so that others can benefit from
them as well. As such, these meetings
themselves are being integrated into what we
have called a “European HIV/AIDS einfrastructure”, which will help to further
secure engagements with HIV/AIDS within the
cultural heritage of Europe. The first witness
seminar, 'The History of Antiretroviral Drugs
up to and Including the Proposition of
Treatment as Prevention (TasP) and PreExposure Prophylaxis (PrEP)', enabled a
productive dialogue with 10 rich exchanges
from people with remarkably different
experiences and areas of expertise. Other
witness seminars cover topics such as: the
criminalisation of HIV transmission in the UK,
the history of health promotion campaigns,
and, soon, women and HIV, blood products
and the impact of the epidemic on the Black
African communities of the UK.

A creative and productive form of
dialogue and research
Contemporary British History (ICBH) and, as a
collective retelling of a particular historical
event or issue, sits somewhere between an
oral history and a focus group. As targeted
conversations, all recorded, they are designed
to address the research questions as were
identified in our proposal. Moreover, edited
transcripts of the exchanges with influential
activists and policy makers about the activism
and particular policies of the past and their
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Academic – Conference presentations
The Humanities in the European Research
Area (HERA), which is the network organisation
funding the EUROPACH research project,
organised a midterm conference in Vienna for all
projects that have been funded under the Joint
Research Program ‘Uses of the Past’. We were
invited to deliver a short input under the theme
“Uses of the past for identity construction and
institutional embedding of norms and values,”
which we developed based partly on our
collaborations with our partner organisations,
interviews and fieldwork. The statement started
with the 2017 Paris Community Declaration,
which aims to centre key affected populations in
ongoing engagements with the epidemic. With
insights from our fieldwork, we asked how the
present might serve as a helpful resource for
bringing the past into dialogue with the future.
Among other things, our statement considered
the Paris declaration together with a quote from
an oral history interview with a representative

“Uses of the past for
identity construction
and institutional
embedding of norms
and values”
from one of our Turkish partner organisations emphasizing that the notion of “key affected
populations” risks excluding and essentialising
communities even as it has offered a valuable
resource for reframing the politics of the epidemic.
Its subversive potential is thus not essential to its
meaning, but is rather dependent on the
contradictory, shifting and unpredictable politics of
time and space.

At the conference ‘European Social Science
History Conference’ (ESSHC), several
members of the EUROPACH research team
presented papers as part of the session
‘Understanding AIDS Activism and Public
Health Policy in Europe through Oral History’,
which was organized by the historian and
researcher of HIV activism and gay social,
political and cultural history in Germany,
Christopher Ewing. The chair and discussant
of the session was the project leader of
EUROPACH, Professor Beate Binder.
As the session brought together researchers
from various ongoing research projects, it was
a great opportunity for EUROPACHers to
meet and exchange with others who use oral
histories to document and analyse the
histories of HIV activism in Europe. Emily
Nicholls, Justyna Struzik, Todd Sekuler and
Agata Dziuban all presented early reflections
from their research focusing on the use of oral
histories, and on tensions between the policy

*Copyright 2017 Pozitif Yaşam Derneği

Emily Nicholls presenting reflections on oral
histories at the ESSHC conference session
‘Understanding AIDS Activism and Public
Health Policy in Europe through Oral History’

landscapes and activist endeavours in their
respective research contexts.
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German team members also presented their research at the
GenderQueerLabor at the Institute for European Ethnology at HumboldtUniversität-zu-Berlin. The topic of the session was “Constituting a Research
Field: HIV/Aids, Activism and Politics” with Ulrike Klöppel & Eugen Januschke
presenting their project “Don’t criminalize passion” (for more information on their
project, see the next page), EUROPACH’s Friederike Faust presented her focus
area on prison health, and Paweł Lewicki shared insights from his ongoing
research on “HIV-Trajectories: Biopolitical Regimes and Transnational Migration
in Context of HIV/AIDS in Europe”.
The upcoming year offers more opportunities for us to reach out to the academic
community by presenting you with the fruits of our research. For example,
Justyna Struzik will present her research on HIV politics in Poland at the World
Congress of Sociology in Toronto in July, and Emily Nicholls will present a paper
at the upcoming conference of the Association for the Social Sciences and
Humanities in HIV Care (July 20-23). Todd Sekuler and Agata Dziuban are
presenting a paper at the European African HIV/AIDS & Hepatitis C Community
Summit (July 21-22) in Amsterdam, which is co-organised by the European
African Treatment Advocates Network and the European AIDS Treatment Group.
Lina Bonde and Zülfukar Çetin are invited to the symposium <Interrupted =
“Cyfem and Queer> in Berlin (September) to present the European HIV/AIDS
Archive with a specific focus on oral history interviews from Turkey.

Check out
our website
europach.eu,
follow us on
Twitter,
sign up
for our
newsletter

Broader community – film screenings and discussions
Film screening of 120 BPM together with
Edition Salzgeber: The Berlin premier of the film
120 BPM, which is about ACT UP Paris and was
nominated for 13 Cesar Awards, took place as
part of a co-operation between EUROPACH and
the film distribution company, Salzgeber & Co.
Medien GmbH. The screening was sold-out and
preceded by a discussion entitled “Remembering

HIV/AIDS activism tomorrow”, which brought local
publics and European and German-level partner
organisations into dialogue with former ACT UP
Paris member and director of the film, Robin
Campillo. The event, which was moderated and
organised by members of the EUROPACH team,
allowed for an exciting conversation between local
activists, artists, and humanities and social science
scholars on the various national and international
activist environments of the 80s and 90s. If you
were unable to attend the discussion, it was filmed
and has been included by Salzgeber as a special
feature on the film’s German DVD.
The German team also organised a film
screening of the documentary film “What now?
Remind me” (original title “E Agora? Lembra-me”).
In the film, the director, Joaquim Pinto, who has
been living with HIV for more than two decades,
documents a year of his participation in a clinical
trial while looking back at his life and reflecting on
cinema, nature and love. The film was followed by
a discussion on topics such as memory, loss and
coping with a long-term illness with representatives
of local German organisations including AKAIM AIDS History into Museums.

Poster for the discussion event with
community members and the director of 120
BPM. Poster design by Colin Quinn.
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News & General updates from the project
New Team Member
We would like to introduce you to Marcel Streng, our newest EUROPACH
member who stepped in for a few months to support the German team with
its archival research on the politics of HIV in German prisons. Marcel’s main
research areas are the history of the body, the history of violence, and
economic and social histories. He has published on the history of hunger
strikes in German prisons and on a 1970s reform of the West German
prison system. His archival work as a part of the project includes unearthing
documents related to earlier and current policies and activism on prison
health and HIV. While Marcel has been conducting this archival research,
Friederike Faust has been conducting interviews on the topic with activists
and formerly incarcerated persons.

archival
research on the
politics of HIV
in German
prisons

EUROPACH Collaborates with ‘Don’t Criminalize Passion’
Research Project
The German research project “‘Don’t criminalize passion’: The AIDS Crisis and Political Mobilization in
the 1980s and early 1990s Germany,” which is based at the Department of European Ethnology at
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, focuses on HIV/AIDS and social movements in Germany from the
beginning of the epidemic until the mid-90s when combination therapy was made available. The team
at “‘Don’t Criminalize Passion’” will work together with the EUROPACH researchers and other activists
and scholars to build the oral history archive of the European HIV/AIDS Archive (EHAA). EUROPACH
project leader Professor Beate Binder is also the project leader of the project ‘Don’t criminalize
passion,’ and she works together on the project with Eugen Januschke and former EUROPACH
researcher, Ulrike Klöppel.

Oral history in Turkey
Our collection of oral histories in Turkey has proven to be of particular value to the activists who are
based there. Hence, the decision to publish a separate oral history book only on the Turkish context
was born during a quite early stage of the research. This collaboration between EUROPACH’s Zülfukar
Çetin and Peter-Paul Bänziger, representatives from our local non-academic partner organisations and
other activists, publishers and translators has resulted in a book with rich oral history interviews
highlighting the entanglements of engagements with HIV policies in Turkey and other thematic and
regional realms of activism and policy. This book, which will be published in Turkish and German, is
scheduled to be released in October 2018 through the Psychosozial Verlag. Funding for the German
translation of the book has been secured through a collaboration with Prof. Dr. Heinz-Jürgen Voß from
the department “Angewandte Aexualwissenschaft” at the Merseburg University of Applied Sciences. An
English version is planned to be released in 2019.

Write to us! ! europach.ethno@hu-berlin.de
Follow us on Twitter! ! @europach_hera
Visit our new website to stay up-to-date on the newest developments and to sign up for the newsletter!
!

europach.eu
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