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Inside this issue:
 What is EUROPACH
As the first year of intensive work by
the EUROPACH research team comes
to an end, we wish to share some of
our stories from the field with you.
We hope that you enjoy this
newsletter, which provides you with
a brief introduction to and update
on the project. To that end, we
answer several important questions:
What is EUROPACH? Who is
engaged in it? What has the project
done so far and what is planned for
the future? Towards the end of the
newsletter, we offer a sneak peak
into our activities from the first year
as
presented
through
brief
descriptions of the team’s various
introductory meetings with our
regional civil society partners, also
called associated partners (APs).

What is EUROPACH?

EUROPACH is a humanities focused
three-year research project that
explores how the early years of the
AIDS epidemic have come to shape
contemporary activist move-ments,
citizenship practices and health
policies in Europe.

looking at the past
to build a better
future

It aims to produce tools for
considering what has brought us

 What have we done &
where will we go
Before we begin, we wanted to let
you know that our work could not  Introduction to our
have been possible without the
team
tremendous
support
and
fascinating discussions that we  Overview of the first
meetings with our civil
have encountered in the field – a
society partners
big thanks goes to all of you who
have supported us during the
preparatory phase and first year of
the project, and to everyone who
has shared with us – in
conversations,
web-posts,
or
publications - their experiences and
thoughts around HIV and AIDS;
EUROPACH would simply not be
possible without you. A very special
thanks goes to the ever-growing
list of organisations and individuals
who
actively
take
part
in
EUROPACH as partners; see page
five for more details on this and, if
Stamp of Belarus, 1997
you are interested, how you too
might get involved.

to the current political moment, and to imagine and pave the
way for building a future that enhances the lives of all who
have been or could be impacted by HIV/AIDS. These tools
include an oral history archive of engagements with the
epidemic, which is already in production, and an interactive
map that documents the development and trajectories of
HIV/AIDS policy logics, which we plan to make available over
the course of the upcoming year. The project is funded by the
Humanities in the European Research Area (HERA) as part of
the Joint Research Programme “Uses of the Past”.
What does it mean to study the uses of the past to
understand the present? One of our first aims has been to
look at policy documents from the 80’s and 90’s to
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pin down some of the terms,
labels and narratives that have
been put to use in current
debates around HIV/AIDS. Team
members have thus sought to
follow
select
concepts
or
milestones as they are identified
as meaningful, and then as they
travel and transform across time
and space. As you will see by
looking at the open-ended
working papers that have been
posted to our website, debates in
Turkey vary from those in the UK,
which again differ in Germany or
in Poland.

Nevertheless, sites of interaction
are apparent, and with these
interactions, meanings translate
and shift between contexts and
across time. By looking at now and
then, and the co-operations and
exchanges that are thought to be
possible or impossible, EUROPACH
hopes to achieve a reflexive
approach to the future, and to
document the varied and shifting
notions of health, of belonging and
of Europe that become visible in
the field.

ACT UP: “ Colere” in French
means “ Anger”
(Author: LGBTI75 )*

Where is
EUROPACH?
The EUROPACH project focuses
on the policies and entangled
policy histories of four countries
- Germany, Poland, Turkey and
United Kingdom - which have
been selected to explore the
shifting contours of Europe over
time. Germany and the UK were
both members of the European
Economic Com-munity (EEC) at
the start of the epidemic, but the
fall of the Berlin wall enabled
German reunification and the
incorporation of Poland and
other Central and Eastern
European countries into the
European Community (EC). In as
much as Turkey is not included in
the current European Union (EU)
but is considered part of Europe
by
the
World
Health
Organization and in various
networks and research projects,
its inclusion into the study
introduces an opportunity to
reflect on the limits of contemporary European identity as
much as on a perspective for its
future.

The selected national contexts also reflect dissimilar but
mutually-constituting engagements with the epidemic. Although
responses in the UK and Germany both built upon histories of
rights activism and pre-existing community structures, activists in
the UK had to provoke government action whereas Germany’s
community-initiated efforts were partly government-supported
from the start. The epidemic’s later emergence in Poland and,
more recently, in Turkey, combined with differing contexts and
younger but also less-explored social movement histories, render
them interesting contexts to study. Ongoing focus on treatment
access in both countries has meant that internationallysupported NGOs and community groups take up awarenessraising and prevention activities. Hence, the well-known
migration of persons from Turkey to Germany, and from Poland
to Germany and the UK, occur together with the migration of
strategies and institutional financing across the European region.
As there are so many other crucial regions to consider in Europe,
and given the increasingly important role of European institutions
and networks in health policy across the region, there is also a
fifth focus on Europe in and of itself as a shifting and variably
conceived context of engagement.

*https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Act_Up_..._encore_plus_e
n_col%C3%A8re_!_(6987205282).jpg
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EUROPACH is led by Prof. Beate Binder, the director and professor of the
Institute for European Ethnology and at the Center for transdisciplinary
Gender Studies at Humboldt University in Berlin, who brings much
experience in political, legal and urban anthropology and has a strong
emphasis on gender and sexuality. Contact: beate.binder@hu-berlin.de.
Todd Sekuler holds a master in public health with a focus on sexuality,
gender and health. He has worked on the epidemiology and cultural
politics of HIV/AIDS in various European contexts. He assists in the project
coordination, and analyses European level policies together with Dr.
Dziuban. Contact: sekulert@hu-berlin.de.
Dr. Ulrike Klöppel holds a PhD in sociology and has extensive research experience in the history
of medicine, gender and queer studies. She has conducted historical research on HIV/AIDS policies
in Germany and will soon begin a new project with Dr. Binder about affect and HIV/AIDS activism.
Contact: ulrike.kloeppel@hu-berlin.de.
Friederike Faust recently joined the EUROPACH team to focus on
HIV/AIDS policies in Germany. She has an M.A. in Cultural and Social
Anthropology, Political Science and German Studies and her recently
submitted doctoral thesis focused on the intersections of sports,
gender and activism. Contact: f.faust@hu-berlin.de.
Lina Bonde is pursuing an MA in Gender Studies at Humboldt University. She
works as a student research assistant for the EUROPACH project and her main
fields of interests include ethnographic research methods, queer studies and
creative writing. Contact: lina.bonde@hu-berlin.de.

Prof. Marsha Rosengarten is Professor of Sociology, Goldsmiths,
University of London. She is a Director of the Centre for Invention and
Social Process and co-founded the Association for the Social Sciences
and Humanities in HIV (ASSHH). Her specialisations include HIV
biomedicine, sexuality and ethics. Contact: m.rosengarten@gold.ac.uk.

Dr. Emily Nicholls holds a PhD in Visual Sociology from Goldsmiths
College, University of London. She has previously studied the history of
the HIV antibody test and her doctoral thesis followed the construction of
an archive of the UK HIV/AIDS epidemic. As a part of EUROPACH, she
conducts research on HIV/AIDS policies in the UK. Contact:
e.nicholls@gold.ac.uk.
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Dr. Agata Dziuban is an Assistant Professor at the Institute of Sociology at
Jagiellonian University. She has extensive research experience in the field of
HIV and HIV-related activism among sex worker communities in Europe.
Together with Todd Sekuler, she conducts research on HIV/AIDS policies
and activism at the European-level. Contact: agata.dziuban@uj.edu.pl.

Dr. Justyna Struzik is a sociologist, curator and director based at Jagiellonian
University, where she recently finalized her PhD on the sexual politics of selfidentified queer movements in Poland. She is currently conducting research as
a part of EUROPACH on HIV/AIDS policies in Poland. Contact:
justyna.struzik@uj.edu.pl.

UNIVERSITY
Prof. Martin Lengwiler is professor of history at the University of
Basel. He has published widely on topics related to the historical
production of knowledge, histories of health policy, and changes to
social welfare programs and the nation-state in Europe. Contact:
martin.lengwiler@unibas.ch.

Dr. Peter-Paul Bänziger is a cultural and social historian with
emphasis on the histories of the body, sexuality, and knowledge, and
has published widely on the history of HIV/AIDS in Germany and
Switzerland. He is an affiliate of the University of Basel and an
associated member of the Centre “History of Knowledge” of the ETH
Zurich and the University of Zurich. Contact: p.baenziger@unibas.ch.

Dr. Zülfukar Çetin, has worked extensively on the intersections of
queer and migration studies. He has currently published a book
called “Gay Visibility, Gay Identity – Critical Perspectives” (2016)
together with Prof. Jürgen Voß. As a part of EUROPACH, he explores
HIV/AIDS policies in Turkey. Contact: zuelfukar.cetin@unibas.ch.
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Meeting with the civil society, our associate partners (APs)
The German AP-meeting

Deutsches Gedächtnis, which is based at the
Institute for History and Biography of Fern
University in Hagen. The group also discussed
the existing archives that are now available – one
at the Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin through
the ongoing work of AKAIM, and another at the
Schwules Museum*, a center for documenting,
archiving and exhibiting LGBTIQ* cultures in
Germany and beyond.

In February 2017, the researchers who focus on
the German region met with other members of
a long-standing working group called the

Arbeitskreis

Aids-Geschichte

ins

Museum

(AKAIM - AIDS History into Museums), which is
made up of independent activists and
representatives from former ACT UP groups as
well as from the national and local HIV/AIDS
service organisations, the Deutsche AIDS Hilfe
and Berliner AIDS Hilfe, and a representative of
Denkmal PositHIV, an organization that works
towards preserving the memory of persons
who live with HIV or who have died from the
consequences of AIDS.

The Polish AP-meeting
The first meeting with Polish civil society
organisations acting in a field of HIV/AIDS took
place in November, 22, 2016 in Warsaw. The
meeting was organized in cooperation with
another HERA funded research project “Cruising
the 1970s: Unearthing Pre-HIV/AIDS Queer
Sexual Cultures” (CRUSEV) focusing on European
sexual cultures in the 1970. After presenting the
projects we discussed a possibility of future
forms of collaboration between both research
teams and organisations represented at the
meeting: Harm Reduction Foundation, Social
AIDS Committee, Trans-Fuzja Foundation and
Lambda Warsaw Association.

discussed a possibility
of future forms of collaboration
ACT UP – Graffiti at the
Berlin Wall (Author: Queerbubbles)*
The group discussed ongoing initiatives,
including the selection of next persons for oral
history interviews in Germany, and the technical
and bureaucratic details of establishing an oral
history archive – now as part of the European
HIV/AIDS Archive. Two additional guests were
invited to provide related expertise and help
find answers to open questions (ex. about
consent forms, accessing the archive and
streaming possibilities): one legal expert from
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin, and the head
of the archive

*https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4615666

Valuable feedback for the project was provided
by the representatives of these partner
organisations,
including
suggestions
on
important archival sources for the study of
HIV/AIDS policies, as well as a list of potential
interviewees. As a result of the meeting, a new
Polish organisation – Social Policy Foundation
“Prekursor” (a coalition of harm reduction, public
health and social policy initiatives) – joined the
EUROPACH project as a new associated partner.
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Meeting with the civil society II
The Turkish AP-meeting

commission. At the meeting, they also offered to
connect team members with various actors in the
area of HIV policies, and promised their active
participation in every phase of the EUROPACH
project.

In April 2017 the Basel team met at the
University of Basel with representatives from
Turkish partner organisations. Representatives
from the Human Resource Development
Foundation (IKGV / HRDF), Kaos GL Association,
and the Pink Life LGBTT Solidarity Association
(Pembe Hayat LGBTT Dayanışma Derneği)
attended.

The UK AP-meeting
In the interests of extending our invitation for
guidance and input in the UK project beyond our
associated partners, an advisory committee has
been formed, which will oversee and respond to
developments in the UK project.

While the participants reported about positive
developments in Turkey, such as the new statefinanced anonymous support and testing
centres, they also spoke about the enormous
increase of HIV diagnoses in Turkey. One
problem mentioned was the

The UK advisory committee includes members
with experience in the UK epidemic from perspectives including policy, civil society, and the
academy. Members are: Lisa Power (previously
Terrence Higgins Trust), Robin Gorna (previously
HIV Policy for the European Commission), Susie
McLean (Inter-national AIDS Alliance), Robert
James (UKCAB), Virginia Berridge (London School
of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine), Ian Hodgson
(European AIDS Treatment Group) and Peter
Keogh (Open University); along with Mike Youle
(Justri) and Deborah Gold (The National AIDS
Trust) from our associated partners.
The advisory committee meeting held in London
in June introduced EUROPACH and the particular
themes the UK project will address: notions of
responsibility, edu-cation campaigns and the role
of civil society. In response a lively discussion
ensued, which captured and brought to the
surface a number of complexities and debates
with regards to the UK epidemic.

Picture of an awareness poster on HIV/AIDS in
Turkey asking „ Can you hear us?“ *
Inactivity of the National AIDS Commission
since the arrival of the Justice and Development
Party (AKP) in government. The Commission,
founded 1996, achieved impor-tant work
together with the civil society, researchers and
the state. However, the work of the commission
came to a stop with the strengthening of the
AKP. The commission did not meet at all
between 2007 and 2015 until the WHO made
Turkey aware of the extreme increase in HIV
infections.

In the course of the meeting issues around
testing, drug policy and women and HIV were also
discussed. Members of the advisory committee
also offered suggestions for sources of
information, responses to and reframings of the
proposed research questions for the UK project,
and sug-gestions for people to contact for
guidance or to invite to interview.

The representatives of our partner groups
stressed the necessity of the work of the

*Copyright 2017 Pozitif Yaşam Derneği
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Meeting with the civil society III
The European AP-meeting
The European AP-meeting brought
together representatives from a wide
network of European-level partners
including (in alphabetical order): AIDS
Action
Europe
(AAE),
the
AIDS
Foundation East-West (AFEW International), the East Europe and Central
Asia Union of PLWH (ECUO), the
European African Treatment Advocates
Network (EATAN), the European AIDS
Treatment Group (EATG), the European
Network of People who Use Drugs
(EuroNPUD), the European Network for
HIV/STI
Prevention
and
Health
Promotion among Migrant Sex Workers
(TAMPEP), the International Committee
on the Rights of Sex Workers in Europe
(ICRSE), the Network of low HIVPrevalence Countries in Central and
South East Europe (NeLP), Transgender
Europe (TGEU), and the Ukrainian
organization Small heart with Art.

recognizing diversity without
pitting different groups against
each other?
The issues of HIV in prisons or access to
education on HIV were said to have been
present in early policy advocacy, but did
not persist continually over time.

This connected with the topic of collaboration as various
networks have a strong focus on prisons or on
criminalization, but these voices do not feel involved in
setting the HIV/AIDS policy agenda today. Thus, one
person asked: how can we recognize diversity in the field
without pitting different groups against each other?

Participants of the European AP-meeting. Photo by Dr.
Justyna Stuzik.
With the urgent needs in Eastern Europe and Central
Asia, and increasing migrations across and within
Europe, various groups spoke about a necessity for
cross-regional alliances or intra-regional peer-to-peer
trainings. To better address these complex factors, it
was generally agreed that there is much to learn from
going back to the earliest policy networks and
initiatives.

Contact details
europach.ethno@hu-berlin.de

Please contact us if you have any questions about
our research, tips or an archive that we should visit
hidden somewhere! If you or your organisation
would be interested in joining us as offical APs –
please let us know! We would be happy to hear
from you!

Follow us on Twitter: @europach_hera
Visit our new website to stay up-to-date on the
newest developments: europach.eu
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